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We Had a Visitor . . . U.S. Senate Candidate Pat Toomey


Republican U.S. Senate Candidate Pat Toomey was the featured guest speaker at the Republicans for Action meeting on October 29, 2009, in Washington Crossing, Pennsylvania. Pat will be facing the winner of next May’s Democrat Primary between ultra-liberal Congressman Joe Sestak and Democrat–turned Republican–back to Democrat incumbent Senator Arlen Specter. 


Before a knowledgeable and receptive audience, Pat spoke in opposition to the health care plan proposed by the Obama administration. While Pat believes that there’s a need for health care reform, he is emphatically opposed to a government-run system. Americans should have the choice of health care, allowing for interstate competition among all Health Care Insurance Carriers. 


Ironically, at the same time that Pat was addressing the audience on health care reform, an expanded version of “America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009” [H.R. 3200; introduced on July 14, 2009] was proposed by the United States House of Representatives. At 1,990 pages, the new Bill [H.R. 3962] almost doubled the 1,018–page original proposed legislation. Sadly for America, H.R. 3962 was railroaded through the House by Nancy Pelosi and her sycophants—including our own, soon to be ex-Congressman Patrick J. Murphy. The House Bill was brought to a vote late Saturday night, November 7, 2009, and passed by the razor-thin margin of 220 to 215. A total of 218 votes was needed for passage, and 39 Democrats—BUT NOT CONGRESSMAN MURPHY—responsibly voted “No” with their Republican House colleagues. 

As was the case last month,  the Senate again proved that it will not be undone by the junior chamber; the Senate released its own Health Care proposal [H.R. 3590; in true Orwellian speak, to be known as the ‘‘Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act’’] yesterday, November 18. Larger that War and Peace, the Senate Bill weighs in at 2,074 pages; the table of contents alone is 14 pages. The Democrat leadership has helpfully provided a downloadable link to the Bill at http://democrats.senate.gov/reform/patient-protection-affordable-care-act.pdf.
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History of the Republican Party
The Republican Party was born in the early 1850’s by anti-slavery activists and individuals who believed that government should grant western lands to settlers free of charge. The name “Republican” was chosen because it alluded to equality and reminded individuals of Thomas Jefferson’s Democratic-Republican Party. At the first official Republican meeting 1854 Jackson, MI convention, the new party adopted a platform and nominated candidates for office in Michigan. 


In 1856, the Republicans became a national party when John C. Fremont was nominated for President under the slogan: “Free soil, free labor, free speech, free men, Fremont.” Even though they were considered a “third party” because the Democrats and Whigs represented the two-party system at the time, Fremont received 33% of the vote. Four years later, Abraham Lincoln became the first Republican to win the White House. 


The Civil War erupted in 1861 and lasted four grueling years. During the war, against the advice of his cabinet, Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation that freed the slaves. The Republicans of the day worked to pass the Thirteenth Amendment, which outlawed slavery, the Fourteenth, which guaranteed equal protection under the laws, and the Fifteenth, which helped secure voting rights for African-Americans.


The Republican Party also played a leading role in securing women the right to vote. In 1896, Republicans were the first major party to favor women’s suffrage. When the 19th Amendment finally was added to the Constitution, 26 of 36 state legislatures that had voted to ratify it were under Republican control. The first woman elected to Congress was a Republican, Jeanette Rankin from Montana in 1917. 


Presidents during most of the late nineteenth century and the early part of the twentieth century were Republicans. The White House was in Republican hands under Presidents Eisenhower, Nixon, Ford, Reagan and Bush. Under the last two, Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, the United States became the world’s only superpower, winning the Cold War from the old Soviet Union and releasing millions from Communist oppression. 


Behind all the elected officials and the candidates of any political party are thousands of hard-working staff and volunteers who raise money, lick the envelopes, and make the phone calls that every winning campaign must have. The national structure of our party starts with the Republican National Committee. Each state has its own Republican State Committee with a Chairman and staff. The Republican structure goes right down to the neighborhoods, where a Republican precinct captain every Election Day organizes Republican workers to get out the vote. 


Republicans have a long and rich history with basic principles: Individuals, not government, can make the best decisions; all people are entitled to equal rights; and decisions are best made close to home.


The symbol of the Republican Party is the elephant. During the mid-term elections way back in 1874, Democrats tried to scare voters into thinking President Grant would seek to run for an unprecedented third term. Thomas Nast, a cartoonist for Harper’s Weekly, depicted a Democratic jackass trying to scare a Republican elephant - and both symbols stuck. For a long time Republicans have been known as the “G.O.P.” And the party faithful thought it meant the “Grand Old Party.” But apparently the original meaning (in 1875) was “gallant old party.” And when automobiles were invented it also came to mean, “get out and push.” That’s still a pretty good slogan for Republicans who depend every campaign year on the hard work of hundreds of thousands of volunteers to get out and vote and push people to support the causes of the Republican Party.

Sarah Palin—As Viewed by One of Her Constituents
 
 By Dewie Whetsell,  Alaskan Fisherman 


The last 45 of my 66 years I’ve spent in a commercial fishing town in Alaska. I understand Alaska politics but never understood national politics well until this last year. Here’s the breaking point: Neither side of the Palin controversy gets it…It’s not about persona, style, rhetoric, it’s about doing things. Even Palin supporters never mention the things that I’m about to mention here. 


1- Democrats forget when Palin was the Darling of the Democrats, because as soon as Palin took the Governor’s office away from a fellow Republican and tough SOB, Frank Murkowski, she tore into the Republican’s “Corrupt Bastards Club” (CBC) and sent them packing. Many of them are now residing in State housing and wearing orange jump suits. The Democrats reacted by skipping around the yard, throwing confetti and singing “la la la la” (well, you know how they are). Name another governor in this country that has ever done anything similar. But while you’re thinking, I’ll continue. 


2- Now with the CBC gone, there were fewer Alaskan politicians to protect the huge, giant oil companies here. So, she constructed and enacted a new system of splitting the oil profits called “ACES”. Exxon (the biggest corporation in the world) protested and Sarah told them “don’t let the door hit you in the stern on your way out.” They stayed, and Alaska residents went from being merely wealthy to being filthy rich. Of course the other huge international oil companies meekly fell in line. Again, give me the name of any other governor in the country that has done anything similar. 


3- The other thing she did when she walked into the governor’s office is she got the list of State requests for federal funding for projects, known as “pork”. She went through the list, took 85% of them and placed them in the “when-hell-freezes-over” stack. She let locals know that if we need something built, we’ll pay for it ourselves. Maybe she figured she could use the money she got from selling the previous governor’s jet because it was extravagant. Maybe she could use the money she saved by dismissing the governor’s cook (remarking that she could cook for her own family), giving back the State vehicle issued to her, maintaining that she already had a car, and dismissing her State provided security force (never mentioning—I imagine—that she’s packing heat herself). I’m still waiting to hear the names of those other governors. 


4- Now, even with her much-ridiculed “gosh and golly” mannerism, she also managed to put together a totally new approach to getting a natural gas pipeline built which will be the biggest private construction project in the history of North America. No one else could do it although they tried. If that doesn’t impress you, then you’re trying too hard to be unimpressed while watching her do things like this while baking up a batch of brownies with her other hand. 

5- For 30 years, Exxon held a lease to do exploratory drilling at a place called Point Thompson. They made excuses the entire time why they couldn’t start drilling. In truth they were holding it like an investment. No governor for 30 years could make them get started. This summer, she told them she was revoking their lease and kicking them out. They protested and threatened court action. She shrugged and reminded them that she knew the way to the court house. Alaska won again. 


6- President Obama wants the nation to be on 25% renewable resources for electricity by 2025. Sarah went to the legislature and submitted her plan for Alaska to be at 50% renewables by 2025. We are already at 25%. I can give you more specifics about things done, as opposed to style and persona . Everybody wants to be cool, sound cool, look cool. But that’s just a cover-up. I’m still waiting to hear from liberals the names of other governors who can match what mine has done in two and a half years. I won’t be holding my breath. 


By the way, she was content to return to Alaska after the national election and go to work, but the haters wouldn’t let her. Now these adolescent screechers are obviously not scuba divers. And no one ever told them what happens when you continually jab and pester a barracuda. Without warning, it will spin around and tear your face off. Shoulda known better. 
Do As I Say, Not As I Do!


I believe Mr. Obama indicated in one of his teleprompter speeches that we would have to make sacrifices and that we should share what wealth there is amongst everyone——“spread it around.”


Paul Williams recently wrote an article printed in the Canada Free Press regarding the


American Taxpayer’s tab for Michelle Obama’s much needed, can’t do without 22 staff members. What are your thoughts about the following personal staff necessities—and expecting us to pay:
1. $172,2000 - Sher, Susan (CHIEF OF STAFF)

2. $140,000 - Frye, Jocelyn C. (DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND PROJECTS FOR THE FIRST LADY)

3. $113,000 - Rogers, Desiree G. (SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND WHITE HOUSE SOCIAL SECRETARY)

4. $102,000 - Johnston, Camille Y. (SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE FIRST LADY)

5. *Winter, Melissa E. (SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY)

6. $90,000 - Medina, David S. (DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY)

7. $84,000 - Lelyveld, Catherine M. (DIRECTOR AND PRESS SECRETARY TO THE FIRST LADY)

8. $75,000 - Starkey, Frances M. (DIRECTOR OF SCHEDULING AND ADVANCE FOR THE FIRST LADY)

9. $70,000 - Sanders, Trooper (DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND PROJECTS FOR THE FIRST LADY)

10. $65,000 - Burnough, Erinn J. (DEPUTY DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY SOCIAL SECRETARY)

11. *Reinstein, Joseph B. (DEPUTY DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY SOCIAL SECRETARY)

12. $62,000 - Goodman, Jennifer R. (DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF SCHEDULING AND EVENTS COORDINATOR FOR THE FIRST LADY)

13. $60,000 - Fitts, Alan O. (DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF ADVANCE AND TRIP DIRECTOR FOR THE FIRST LADY)

14. *Lewis, Dana M. (SPECIAL ASSISTANT AND PERSONAL AIDE TO THE FIRST LADY)

15. $52,500 - Mustaphi, Semonti M. (ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY TO THE FIRST LADY)

16. $50,000 - Jarvis, Kristen E. (SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR SCHEDULING AND TRAVELING AIDE TO THE FIRST LADY)

17. $45,000 - Lechtenberg, Tyler A. (ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE FIRST LADY)

18. *Tubman, Samantha (DEPUTY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR,SOCIAL OFFICE)

19. $40,000 - Boswell, Joseph J. (EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY)

20. $36,000 - Armbruster, Sally M. (STAFF ASSISTANT TO THE SOCIAL SECRETARY)

21. *Bookey, Natalie (STAFF ASSISTANT)

22. *Jackson, Deilia A. (DEPUTY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE FIRST LADY)


Mr. Williams further indicated that the benefit package for these individuals was the same as that of the members of the national security and defense departments. Just as an aside, all former first ladies—with one exception—made do with only one staff member. The exception, Hillary [call me Madam Secretary, as in Secretary of State] Clinton employed three staff members; our own Mamie Eisenhower paid for her assistant out of her own pocket.


And let’s not forget “Date Night” and that Broadway Show that the Obamas just had to see. That excursion only cost you, the taxpayer, a little over $300,000 for Air Force One and the accompanying Security Detail. However, she does save on the White House Supermarket budget— having planted a vegetable garden on the White House Lawn. But, then again, I wonder how much she has to pay the individual who does the harvesting of those veggies. 
* Salary Not Given
Candidate for Pennsylvania Governor, Tom Corbett, is Coming to Town!
Thursday, January 21, 2010, is the date of our next meeting, which will be at The David Library, 1201 River Road, Washington Crossing. The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. We look forward to seeing you then. Pennsylvania’s Attorney General, Tom Corbett, has accepted our invitation to address the meeting. As you may know, Attorney General Corbett is an announced candidate for the Republican nomination for 
Governor in the 2010 campaign.  
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